Worship Liturgy for the Presbytery of Southern New England[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The majority of this liturgy is taken from A Wee Worship Book (Glasgow, Scotland: Wild Goose Resources Group, 1999).] 

September 20, 2023 
The First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan, CT.


*PLEASE STAND IN BODY AND/OR SPIRIT. 

Prelude:                 Allegretto (from Six Short Preludes and Postludes, Op. 101)           C.V. Stanford

*Call to Worship:
Leader:	We are met in the presence of God,
ALL:		AND WE DO NOT MEET ALONE.

Leader:	With the angels in highest heaven,
ALL:		WE GATHER TO WORSHIP THE LORD.
Leader:	With the saints of every age,
ALL:		WE GATHER TO WORSHIP THE LORD.

Leader:	By children, young and old alike,
ALL:		GOD’S HOLY NAME IS PRAISED.
Leader:	With organs, guitars, bells and voices,
ALL:		GOD’S HOLY NAME IS PRAISED.
Leader:	And here with our hearts and our voices,
ALL:		GOD’S HOLY NAME IS PRAISED.

Leader:	We are met in the presence of God,
ALL:	IN THE NAME OF THE ONE WHO IS OUR CREATOR, REDEEMER AND SUSTAINER. AMEN.

*Hymn No. 806:                                     I’ll Praise My Maker                                               Old 113th		 
Prayer (ALL seated):
Leader:	Let us pray. Generous God, You gave us our voices, no two the same, no finer instruments with which to praise You.
ALL:	FOR THESE WE THANK YOU, LORD.
Leader:	You gave us words and music, unique gifts for ministry, with which to wound or wonder, bore or bless, inspire or disable.
ALL:	FOR THESE WE THANK YOU, LORD.
Leader:	And in Your Church You have gathered us. In Your community of common folk and complainers, prophets and puzzled people, You have made a place for us.
ALL:	FOR THIS WE THANK YOU, LORD.
Leader:	So let what we say and do here, what we ponder and decide here, be real for us and honest to You, and prepare us for the life of the world in which You are also praised. 
ALL:		IN JESUS’ NAME WE PRAY. AMEN. 

First Lesson – Psalm 146:
Leader:	Sing praise to the Lord who is good, sing to our God who is Loving.
ALL:	TO GOD ALL PRAISE IS DUE.
Leader:	The Lord builds up Jerusalem and brings back Israel’s exiles.
ALL:	GOD HEALS THE BROKEN-HEARTED, AND BINDS UP ALL THEIR WOUNDS.  
Leader:	God fixes the number of the stars and calls each one by its name.
ALL:	THE LORD IS GREAT AND ALL-KNOWING; GOD’S WISDOM CAN NEVER BE MEASURED.  
Leader:	The Lord raises the lowly, and humbles the wicked to the dust.
ALL:	O SING TO THE LORD, GIVING THANKS, SING PSALMS TO OUR GOD WITH THE HEART. GOD COVERS THE EARTH WITH CLOUDS AND PREPARES RAIN FOR THE EARTH;
Leader:	God clothes the mountains with grass and with plants to serve human needs;
ALL:	GOD PROVIDES THE BEASTS WITH FOOD AND TENDS TO THE YOUNG RAVEN’S CRY.  
Leader:	God takes no delight in weapons, nor pleasure in warrior’s strength,
ALL:	GOD DELIGHTS IN THOSE WHO SHOW REVERENCE, IN THOSE WHO TRUST IN GOD’S LOVE.

Call for the Offering:	
Leader:	We are inspired to be generous God. We are inspired to give by the greatest of givers. In gratitude to God, let us present our tithes and offerings.

Offertory Anthem:                                          Lead Me, Lord                                           S.S. Wesley
Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness, make thy way plain before my face. For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety.
                                                                                      Psalm 5, vs. 8; 4, vs. 9
FPCNC Choir

Second Lesson – II Corinthians 5:14-21:			                    The Rev. Mary Marple Thies
Leader:	Hear the Word of God,
ALL:		OUR EARS ARE OPEN.

Leader:	For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore, all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves but for the one who for their sake died and was raised.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we no longer know him in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; look, new things have come into being! All this is from God, who reconciled us to God’s self through Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to God’s self, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is appealing through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God. For our sake God made the one who knew no sin to be sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Leader:	This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL:		THANKS BE TO GOD.

Homily:		 		      The Love of Christ…	                     The Rev. Scott Herr

*Affirmation of Faith Hymn No. 316:     Where Charity and Love Prevail                   Twenty-fourth

Prayers of Concern and Joy:
Leader:	Eternal God, whom our words may cradle but never contain, we thank You for all the sound and silence and color and symbol which through the centuries have helped the Worship of Your Church to be relevant and real.

Here we pause to remember those who helped us come to faith, by singing us songs or telling us stories, by inviting us in when we felt distant, by praying for us without being asked.
ALL:	WE NAME THEM NOW…

Leader:	We remember the preachers, the readers, the musicians, the leaders whose sensitivity and skill have helped us to grow in faith and enjoy worshipping You.
ALL:	WE NAME THEM NOW…

Leader:	We remember those who encourage people to praise You outside the Sanctuary: those who teach young children, those who lead youth and college groups, those who take prayers in hospitals, schools, and prisons.
ALL:	WE NAME THEM NOW…

Leader:	We remember people who cannot pray and struggle to believe, or who are suffering any kind of brokenness in mind, body, or soul. We pray for those who need Your healing, Your peace, Your wholeness.
ALL:	WE NAME THEM NOW…

Leader:	And let us pray for the renewal of the Church, beginning with ourselves.

ALL:	RESHAPE US, GOOD LORD, UNTIL IN GENEROSITY, IN FAITH, AND IN EXPECTATION THAT THE BEST IS YET TO COME, WE ARE TRULY CHRIST-LIKE. MAKE US PASSIONATE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS RATHER THAN PASSIVE SUPPORTERS. MAKE US LEADERS WHO SHOW THE WISDOM, GRACE, LOVE, AND COURAGE OF JESUS.

AND MAKE OUR PRESBYTERY AND CONGREGATIONS COMMUNITIES OF RADICAL DISCIPLESHIP AND SIGNPOSTS TO HEAVEN FOR THE WORLD. THEN, IN US, THROUGH US, AND – IF NEED BE – DESPITE US, LET YOUR KINGDOM COME. AMEN. 

Commemoration of Those Who Have Died This Past Year                               

Hymn No. 774:                                 There Is Now a New Creation                                         Stuttgart

Closing responses:
Leader:	From where we are to where You need us.
ALL:	CHRIST BE BESIDE US.
Leader:	From what we are to what You can make of us.
ALL:	CHRIST BE BEFORE US.
Leader:	From the mouthing of generalities to making signs of Your kingdom,
ALL:	CHRIST BE BENEATH US.
Leader:	Through the streets of this world to the gates of heaven,
ALL:	CHRIST BE ABOVE US.
Leader:	Surround us with Your presence, inspire us with Your purpose, confirm us in Your love.
ALL:	AND MAY THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE LOVE OF GOD, AND THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BE WITH US NOW, AND FOREVER. AMEN. 

Postlude:                     Allegro (from Six Short Preludes and Postludes, Op. 101)         C.V. Stanford



*    *    *


WORSHIP LEADER
The Reverend Dr. R. Scott Herr, Senior Pastor and 
The Reverence Mary Marple Thies, Parish Associate

OTHERS ASSISTING WITH SERVICE/DINNER
Terence J. Flanagan, Director of Music and Fine Arts • Cindy Graziano, Elder
Serena Gillespie, Elder • Jan Lucie, Elder • Bob Spangler, Elder • Stephan von Jena, Elder
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